
Aug. 14 Thur. watch movie Temple Grandin at Jan Baldwin’s (7pm?)

Sept. 2  hostess Susan Seagraves
                         Stolen Lives: Twenty Years in a Desert Jail by Malika Oufkir
                        A gripping memoir that reads like a political thriller--the story of Malika Oufkir's turbulent and
                              remarkable life. Born in 1953, Malika Oufkir was the eldest daughter of General Oufkir, the
                              King of Morocco's closest aide. Adopted by the king at the age of five, Malika spent most of her 
                              childhood and adolescence in the seclusion of the court harem, one of the most eligible
                              heiresses in the kingdom, surrounded by luxury and extraordinary privilege.

                              Then, on August 16, 1972, her father was arrested and executed after an attempt to assassinate
                               the king. Malika, her five younger brothers and sisters. and her mother were immediately 
imprisoned in a desert penal colony. After fifteen years, the last ten of which they spent locked up in solitary cells, the 
Oufkir children managed to dig a tunnel with their bare hands and make an audacious escape. Recaptured after five 
days, Malika was finally able to leave Morocco and begin a new life in exile in 1996.
A heartrending account in the face of extreme deprivation and the courage with which one family faced its fate, Stolen 
Lives is an unforgettable story of one woman's journey to freedom.

Oct. 7 hostess Deborah Chisler

Animals in Translation:Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal Behavior
by Temple Grandin
Why would a cow lick a tractor? Why are collies getting dumber? Why do dolphins sometimes kill for 
fun? How can a parrot learn to spell? How did wolves teach man to evolve? Temple Grandin draws 
upon a long, distinguished career as an animal scientist and her own experiences with autism to 
deliver an extraordinary message about how animals act, think, and feel. She has a perspective like 
that of no other expert in the field, which allows her to offer unparalleled observations and 
groundbreaking ideas.
      People with autism can often think the way animals think, putting them in the perfect position to 

translate "animal talk." Grandin is a faithful guide into their world, exploring animal pain, fear, aggression, love, 
friendship, communication, learning, and, yes, even animal genius. The sweep of Animals in Translation is immense 
and will forever change the way we think about animals
 Among its provocative ideas, the book:

• argues that language is not a requirement for consciousness--and that animals do have consciousness
• applies the autism theory of "hyper-specificity" to animals, showing that animals and autistic people are so 

sensitive to detail that they "can't see the forest for the trees"--a talent as well as a "deficit"
• explores the "interpreter" in the normal human brain that filters out detail, leaving people blind to much of the 

reality that surrounds them--a reality animals and autistic people see, sometimes all too clearly
• explains how animals have "superhuman" skills: animals have animal genius
• compares animals to autistic savants, declaring that animals may in fact be autistic savants, with special 

forms of genius that normal people do not possess and sometimes cannot even see
• examines how humans and animals use their emotions to think, to decide, and even to predict the future 
• reveals the remarkable abilities of handicapped people and animals 
• maintains that the single worst thing you can do to an animal is to make it feel afraid

Nov. 4 hostess Tricia Loe
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
From the celebrated author of The Secret Life of Bees, a magnificent novel about two 
unforgettable American women
  Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond 
the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, 
Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is 
hemmed in by the limits imposed on women.
  Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of 
ten year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next 
thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and 

forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.
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   As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of self in 
the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love, and ostracism before leaving Charleston 
to find her place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the early pioneers in the abolition and 
women’s rights movements.
  Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich interior lives of all 
of her characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who courts danger in her 
search for something better.
  This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound in 
American history, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no reader 
unmoved.

Dec. 2 hostess Courtney Aberle meet at restaurant 
 Book Exchange (help me here, wasn’t there something else we planned to do at this mtg.? maybe share
                                              a list of books we enjoy but don’t want to put on discussion list?)

Jan 6, 2015 
Four Blood Moons: Something Is About to Change by John Hagee
"...There will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars...Now when these things begin to happen, look 
up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near." Luke 21:25a, 28

It is rare that Scripture, science, and history align with each other, yet the last three series of Four 
Blood Moons have done exactly that. Are these the “signs” that God refers to in His Word? If they are, 
what do they mean? What is their prophetic significance?  In this riveting book, New York Times best-
selling author, Pastor John Hagee, explores the supernatural connection of certain celestial events to 
biblical prophecy—and to the future of God’s chosen people and to the nations of the world.  Just as in 
biblical times, God is controlling the sun, the moon, and the stars to send our generation a signal that 

something big is about to happen. The question is: Are we watching and listening to His message?

Here is a link describing term blood moons (note the next tetrad is on our Oct. 7 mtg. date :)                                         
What is a Blood Moon? | Human World | EarthSky                                                                                                
“....What is a lunar tetrad? Both astronomers and followers of certain Christian pastors are talking about the lunar 
tetrad of 2014-2015. What is a tetrad? It’s four successive total lunar eclipses, with no partial lunar eclipses in 
between, each of which is separated from the other by six lunar months (six full moons)    Blood Moons in Biblical 
prophecy. We’re not experts on prophecy of any kind. But we’ll tell you what we know about the new definition for 
Blood Moon that has raised so many questions recently.  From what we’ve been able to gather, two Christian pastors, 
Mark Blitz and John Hagee, use the term Blood Moon to apply to the full moons of the ongoing tetrad – four 
successive total lunar eclipses, with no partial lunar eclipses in between, each of which is separated from the other by 
six lunar months (six full moons) – in 2014 and 2015. John Hagee appears to have popularized the term in his 2013 
book...Bottom line: The term Blood Moon in Biblical prophecy appears to have been popularized by two Christian 
pastors, Mark Blitz and John Hagee. They use the term Blood Moon to apply to the full moons of the ongoing tetrad – 
four successive total lunar eclipses, with no partial lunar eclipses in between, each of which is separated from the 
other by six lunar months (six full moons) – beginning on the night of April 14-15, 2014. The next Blood Moon eclipse 
comes on the night of October 7-8, 2014....”

Feb 3 hostess Paula Cheek
Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to 
Freedom in the West by Blaine Harden
The heartwrenching New York Times bestseller about the only known person born inside a 
North Korean prison camp to have escaped
 
North Korea’s political prison camps have existed twice as long as Stalin’s Soviet gulags and twelve 
times as long as the Nazi concentration camps. No one born and raised in these camps is known to 
have escaped. No one, that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk.
 
In Escape From Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the secrets of the world’s most repressive totalitarian 

state through the story of Shin’s shocking imprisonment and his astounding getaway. Shin knew nothing of civilized 
existence—he saw his mother as a competitor for food, guards raised him to be a snitch, and he witnessed the 
execution of his mother and brother.
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The late “Dear Leader” Kim Jong Il was recognized throughout the world, but his country remains sealed as his third 
son and chosen heir, Kim Jong Eun, consolidates power. Few foreigners are allowed in, and few North Koreans are 
able to leave. North Korea is hungry, bankrupt, and armed with nuclear weapons. It is also a human rights 
catastrophe. Between 150,000 and 200,000 people work as slaves in its political prison camps. These camps are 
clearly visible in satellite photographs, yet North Korea’s government denies they exist.
 
Harden’s harrowing narrative exposes this hidden dystopia, focusing on an extraordinary young man who came of 
age inside the highest security prison in the highest security state. Escape from Camp 14 offers an unequalled inside 
account of one of the world’s darkest nations. It is a tale of endurance and courage, survival and hope.

Mar 3 
Me Before You: A Novel by Jojo Moyes
A New York Times bestseller—with more than three million copies sold—by the author of One 
Plus One and The Girl You Left Behind
They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . .
      Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—
who has barely been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–
Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a 
huge life—big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way 
he is.
     Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness 
means more to her than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she 

sets out to show him that life is still worth living.   A Love Story for this generation, Me Before You brings to life two 
people who couldn’t have less in common—a heartbreakingly romantic novel that asks, What do you do when making 
the person you love happy also means breaking your own heart?

April 7        
The Other Wes Moore: Two Names One Fate by Wes Moore
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up 
fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street 
corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a 
Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended 
up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets 
out to answer this profound question. In alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching 
losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of 
boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.

May 5       The People's Republic of Amnesia: Tiananmen Revisited by Louisa Lim
On June 4, 1989, People's Liberation Army soldiers opened fire on unarmed civilians in Beijing, killing 
untold hundreds of people. A quarter-century later, this defining event remains buried in China's modern 
history, successfully expunged from collective memory. In The People's Republic of Amnesia, NPR 
correspondent Louisa Lim charts how the events of June 4th changed China, and how China changed 
the events of June 4th by rewriting its own history. 

Lim reveals new details about those fateful days, including how one of the country's most senior 
politicians lost a family member to an army bullet, as well as the inside story of the young soldiers sent to 
clear Tiananmen Square. She also introduces us to individuals whose lives were transformed by the 
events of Tiananmen Square, such as a founder of the Tiananmen Mothers, whose son was shot by 

martial law troops; and one of the most important government officials in the country, who post-Tiananmen 
became one of its most prominent dissidents. And she examines how June 4th shaped China's national identity, 
fostering a generation of young nationalists, who know little and care less about 1989. For the first time, Lim uncovers 
the details of a brutal crackdown in a second Chinese city that until now has been a near-perfect case study in the 
state's ability to rewrite history, excising the most painful episodes. By tracking down eyewitnesses, discovering US 
diplomatic cables, and combing through official Chinese records, Lim offers the first account of a story that has 
remained untold for a quarter of a century. The People's Republic of Amnesia is an original, powerfully gripping, and 
ultimately unforgettable book about a national tragedy and an unhealed wound.

Jun 2 Review and plan next years reading list
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